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On October 8, 2015, the 1997 Sect issued a direct order to all its local branches to stop Cao Dai 
followers from conducting their religious activities independently from the 1997 Sect. It explicitly 
ordered Sect members and clerics “...to disperse and firmly deny the unauthorized group the 
opportunity to carry out its plans.” The 1997 Cao Dai Sect of Tay Ninh Province sent copies of the 
order to various government agencies, including the police, and Fatherland Front units in the 
province asking for “assistance.” 
 

Original document in Vietnamese at the bottom 
 
Circular No. 42/90 

Committee representing    THIRD AMNESTY OF GOD 
The Sacerdotal Council of                      (90th year) 
Tay NInh Province                 Tay Ninh Holy See 
No. 42/90. BDD. VT 

To: Governing committees of 75 local church branches in Tay Ninh Province 

The Committee representing the Tay Ninh Sacerdotal Council has received much input from believers 
and governing committees of local church branches. In the recent past, a group in Tay Ninh Province 
proclaimed themselves as “Adherents of the Traditional, Authentic  Church” and conducted rites such as 
funerals, Positioning, Divine Eye Banner Installation, Healing Prayers, etc.  in the local branches’ 
communities at the homes of adherents who are less knowledgeable about our Church’s laws and do 
not understand the principles, procedures, administrative prescription, and rites that the Church has 
promulgated. 
By order of the Tay Ninh Sacerdotal Council and based on the meeting on Day 26 of the 8th lunar month 
in the Year of the Goat (8 October 2015) involving the Committee and Governing committee 
representatives of the 75 local Church branches, during which there was uniform agreement on 
measures needed to prevent and reverse the violations carried out by the self-proclaimed “Adherents of 
the Traditional, Authentic Church”. The measures include: 
1. Members of Governing committees, clergy, adherents appointed to functions, and believers shall, 
upon finding out that those masquerading as Cao Dai adherents or representatives of Tay Ninh 
Sacerdotal Council are coming to your communities to conduct unauthorized religious operation or 
activities, should (this applies to Governing committee members and adherents appointed to functions) 
intervene and provide thorough explanations, and help them obey the Church’s laws. Should the 
unauthorized group refuse to comply, you shall immediately notify in writing the local government so 
that it provides you with legal support and enforcement authority. 

2. Mobilize and organize intervention by adherents appointed to functions, personnel from Church 
committees and departments with the intent to disperse and firmly deny the unauthorized group the 
opportunity to carry out its plans. 

3. Notify the nearby branches’ Governing committees and ask for additional personnel to provide 
support for upholding our Church’s internal solidarity as guided by the Committee representing the Tay 
Ninh Sacerdotal Council. This is necessary for us to fulfill the mission that the Sacerdotal Council has 
assigned and uphold the Church’s laws in accordance with the responsibility of clergy members and 
adherents appointed to functions. 
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4. Resolutely prevent the self-proclaimed “Adherents of the Traditional, Authentic Church” from 
organizing religious activities not authorized by the Church and with the potential to degrade the Cao 
Dai Church’s authority and prestige. 

We ardently desire that Governing committees, clergy, adherents appointed to functions, and believers 
work closely with one another to implement the Church’s teachings, maintain order, peace, love, and 
glory to our Church for this and future generations. 
     Respectfully, 
     Tay NInh,  
     Day 26 of the 8th lunar month in the Year of the Goat 

(October 8, 2015) 
-  Chair of Committee representing the Church- 
Catechist Thai Tho Thanh 
- Catechist Huong Lan, Deputy Leader of DTNP Committee 
- Thuong Huu Thanh, Deputy Leader of Cluster 1 
- Ngoc Hoa Thanh, Deputy Leader of Cluster 2 

     - Thai Tong Thanh, Deputy Leader of Cluster 3 
 

Local government official added this 
handwritten note: 
Sent to communes and towns for their 
coordination to implement this Circular. 
       Hoa Thanh,  
                        10 November 2015 
         Nguyen Van Khanh Em 

 
Cc: 
- Sacerdotal Council (for information) 
- Religious Affairs Committee, Fatherland Front Committee, and Police Department of Tay Ninh 
Provincial Government 
- Internal Affairs Office, Fatherland Front Committees of Tay Ninh Districts and Towns (please provide 
your assistance) 
- 75 local branches (for implementation) 
- Copy for filing 

 



3 

 
 
 



4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



5 

 
Allocation of local Cao Dai branches to the 16 clusters 
 


