
Excommunicating Mr. Nguyen Van Thiet 

 

 

Mr. Nguyen Van Thiet, who resides in Thuan An Town, Binh Duong Province, is an adherent of 
the Cao Dai religion established in 1926.   

On July 25, 2015, Mr. Nguyễn Thành Tám, Head of the 1997 Sect, ordered the expulsion of Mr. 
Nguyễn Văn Thiệt from his Cao Dai Religion.This order was widely circulated to local 
government agencies, Cao Dai temples, Sect members and Cao Dai followers apparently to 
defame Mr. Thiệt.  

  



 



 



On June 22, 2020, Mr. Thiệt sent Mr. Tám a demand for retraction and an apologie. It went 
unanswered. 

On July 20, 2020, Mr. Thiệt filed a defamation lawsuit with the People’s Court of Hoa Thanh 
Town, Tay Ninh Province against Mr. Tám and the entire leadership of the 1997 Sect. 

On September 21, 2020, Mr. Thiệt filed a complaint with the People’s Court of Tay Ninh 
Province, complaining that the one of Hoà Thành Town failed to respond to the defamation 
lawsuit. On October 3, 2020, the provincial court transmitted his complaint to the Hoà Thành 
Town court. On October 16, 2020 this court returned his lawsuit on the ground that it did not 
have jurisdiction to take it on. 

 



Notice of the return of submitted complaint, dated October 16, 2020 

On October 20, 2020, the People’s Court of Hoa Thanh Town notified Mr. Thiet that his lawsuit 
was rejected on ground of inappropriate jurisdiction. On October 29, 2020, Mr. Thiet filed a 
complaint with the People’s Court of Hoa Thanh Town for rejecting his lawsuit. On December 
05, 2020, Mr. Thiet submitted a request with the Chief Justice of the People's Court of Hoa 
Thanh Town, and the Chief Justice of the People's Supreme Court of Tay Ninh Province, urging 
the court to resolve his complaint about his lawsuit being rejected by the People’s Court of Hoa 
Thanh Town.  

On October 29, 2020, Mr. Thiệt filed a protest against the Hoà Thành Town court’s return of his 
complaint. On March 11, 2021, he received a notice from the court that it would hear his case. At 
this point, the local government authorities interfered, putting pressure on Mr. Thiệt’s children. 
Fearing that their livelihood be affected, they convinced Mr. Thiệt to not pursue the lawsuit. 

Nevertheless, under Vietnam’s law, the procuracy should initiate criminal investigation against 
Mr. Nguyễn Thành Tám and the 1997 Sect for violating: 

• Article 5 of the Law on Belief and Religion 
• Article 331 of the Penal Code 

Like Mr. Tran Ngoc Suong, Mr. Thiet attended the first SEAFORB (SEAFORB) Conference in 
Thailand in 2015 but was barred from travel to Thailand in 2019 for the fifth SEAFORB 
Conference. On April 30, 2020, the Mandates of the Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion 
or belief and the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders wrote to the 
Vietnamese government about this act of reprisal: 

“Ms. Nguyen Xuan Mai, Mr. Pham Tan Hoang Hai, Mr. Nguyen Van Thiet, Mr. Tran Ngoc 
Suong and Ms. Luong Thi No participated in the previous conferences. Between 28 October 
2019 and 1 November 2019, they were individually banned from travelling to the conference in 
Bangkok either under the order of the Ministry of Public Security of Viet Nam or local police 
authorities. Mr. Nguyen Anh Phụng (independent member of the Cao Dai religious group), who 
had initially planned to attend the conference, was interrogated at home for additional 
information on the conference even though he ultimately did not attend.” (VNM 2/2020) 

The incident was also reported in the UN Secretary-General’s 2020 Intimidation and Reprisals 
Report: 

124. In April 2020, special procedure mandate holders addressed alleged threats, travel 
restrictions and violence against and surveillance of members of independent religious 
communities and human rights defenders who had sought to participate or had participated in 
the 2019 annual international conference in Bangkok on freedom of religion or belief in South-
East Asia, including interaction with and training by OHCHR. Individuals included Ms. Nguyen 
Xuan Mai, Mr. Pham Tan Hoang Hai, Mr. Nguyen Van Thiet, Mr. Tran Ngoc Suong, Ms. Luong 
Thi No, Mr. Nguyen Anh Phụng, Mr. Huynh Ngoc Truong, Ms. Nguyen Thi Hoai Phuong, Ms. 

https://dvov.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/VNM-2.2020-public.pdf


Nguyen Pham Ai Thuy, Ms. Ngo Thi Lien, Mr. Thich Thien Phuc and Mr. Nay Y Ni. 
(A/HRC/45/36) 

 

https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G20/239/52/PDF/G2023952.pdf

