
Excommunicating Mr. Trần Ngọc Sương 

On April 2, 2020, Mr. Nguyễn Thành Tám, Head of the 1997 Sect, issued order No. 223/95-
NCPS-HL to expel Mr. Trần Ngọc Sương from his Cao Dai Religion even though Mr. Sương and 
Cao Dai followers have declared no connection to the 1997 Sect. Sect members then 
disseminated this order to shame Mr. Sương.  

On May 2, 2020, Mr. Sương, who joined the Cao Dai Religion a quarter century before Mr. 
Tám’s Sect was created by the government in 1997, wrote to the 1997 Sect demanding retraction 
and an apology. Not surprisingly, it went unanswered. 

On June 18, 2020, Mr. Sương filed a lawsuit against Mr. Tám and the 1997 Sect with the 
People’s Court of Hoà Thành Town, Tây Ninh Province.  

On July 13, 2020, an officer of the court called Mr. Sương to request that he provide 
supplemental information. This was in violation of Vietnam’s Law on Civil Litigation, which 
stipulates that the court must send written instructions to the plaintiff on how to provide 
supplemental information. 

On August 18, 2020, Mr. Sương sent a written request to the court, asking for such written 
instructions. 

On September 21, 2020, not receiving any reply from the court, Mr. Sương filed a complaint 
with the People’s Court of Tay Ninh Province. Three days later he received the written 
instructions from the court of Hoà Thành Town. However, the instructions required information 
about the Defendants that Mr. Sương would not be able to obtain.  

On October 8, 2020, he filed a new complaint, this time specifically demanding that the court 
obtain information on Defendants as called for according to Articles 97 and 106 of the Law on 
Civil Litigation.  

Receiving no reply from the People’s Court of Hoà Thành Town, on December 5, 2020, Mr. 
Sương sent a reminder, pointing out that the court had already violated the time period for 
hearing the case as stipulated by law. A copy of the reminder was sent to the People’s Court of 
Tây Ninh Province for information.  

On December 11, 2020, the People’s Court of Hoà Thành Town returned the complaint to Mr. 
Sương without justification. His complaint hit the judicial deadend.  
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