
Excommunicating 14 Cao Dai followers 
 
On October 23, 2023, Mr. Nguyễn Thành Tám and the lead clergy members of the 1997 Sect 
issued an order to excommunicate 14 Cao Dai followers Hoà Thành Town, Tây Ninh Province. 
 
The excommunication order cited the Charter of the 1997 Sect and the Law on Belief and 
Religion as basis and charged that “this group of individuals frequently coordinated with others 
to organize the placement of the Divine Eye banner and the installation of the Divine Altar, 
perform funeral ceremonies, causing loss of unity, security, order in the area, affecting the 
reputation of the religion.” 
 
In other words, the 1997 Sect expelled the above Cao Dai followers from their Cao Dai Religion 
deven though the 1997 Sect is not the Cao Dai Church, its Charter is not the Cao Dai Charter, 
and the ceremonies performed had nothing to do with the 1997 Sect. Ironically, the order 
included the years these 14 individuals were inducted to the Cao Dai Religion. Ten of those 
expelled became Cao Dai disciples before the creation of the 1997 Sect. 
 
The 1997 Sect blatantly interfered into the internal matters of another religion, the members of 
which do not recognize the 1997 Sect. 
 
 



 





 
 


