Translation of the response from the local Procuracy

People’s Procuracy of Tay Ninh Province SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM
People’s Procuracy, Town of Hoa Thanh Independence - Liberty - Happiness
No. 01/BT-VKS Hoa Thanh, 10 December 2024

NOTICE

To: Ms. Tran Ngoc Suong
Address: 27/26 KP 6, Ward 1, Go Cong City
Tien Giang Province

On 9 December 2024, the People’s Procuracy of the Town of Hoa Thanh received a request
from Ms. Tran Ngoc Suong, address: 27/26 KP 6, Ward 1, Go Cong City, Tien Giang Province, via
postal mail.

About the request: Ms. Tran Ngoc Suong denounces criminal activities commiitted by
troublemakers at the home of Mr. Lu Minh Chau. The specifics of the event are as follows: Mr.
Lu Minh Chau, a resident of Truong Hoa Commune in the Town of Hoa Thanh, Tay Ninh
Province, was from a family of adherents of the Traditional Cao Dai Church, and his last wish
before his death was to have adherents of the Traditional Cao Dai Church participate in the
funeral rite. On 30 November 2024, Mr. Chau passed away. Ms. Nguyen Thi Lan, the widow of
Mr. Chau, and her children invited fellow Traditional 1926 Cao Dai Church members to their
home to participate in the funeral rite for the deceased. At 2:30 p.m., a group claiming to be
the Management Committee of the Cao Dai Church in Truong Hoa Commune declared that only
church members may conduct funeral rites for any commune resident. Thus, the group coerced
the family to expel all the Traditional Cao Dai Church members, but the family of Ms. Lan
refused to comply. Subsequently, this group pushed their way in, disrupted the peace, and took
away musical instruments intended for the funeral such as the stands for the drums belonging
to the funeral band. On the following day, at 1 p.m., the group, augmented with their fellow
adherents from nearby communes, came again, and upon entering, started to assault those
present. One of the adherents, Mr. Nguyen Anh Phung from Xom Dinh Hamlet, Kien Phuoc
Commune, Go Cong Dong District, Tien Giang Province, was struck in the face, resulting in
bruises on his lips. The group unfastened the home’s plastic hose and used it to spray water on
Traditional Cao Dai Church adherents who attended the funeral. Believing that the group’s acts
constituted a violation of the law, Ms. Suong submitted the request to denounce them and
demand the authorities to take action pursuant to the law.

Based on legal provisions, the aforementioned request is not within the purview of the People’s
Procuracy of the Town of Hoa Thanh. The People’s Procuracy of the Town of Hoa Thanh has
forwarded the request to the commander, Investigation Office of the Police of the Town of Hoa
Thanh for this agency to resolve the issue in accordance with its authority.

The People’s Procuracy of the Town of Hoa Thanh hopes this will properly inform Ms. Tran
Ngoc Suong.

Recipient: For the Head of the Procuracy,
- as above PROCURACY OFFICER
- Copy for files Nguyen Tran Tuyet Trang









